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Who we are
Youth Business International (YBI) is the global 
network of expert organisations supporting 
underserved young entrepreneurs to turn their 
ideas into successful businesses, creating jobs 
and strengthening communities.

Young people are a critical resource. However, with 
71 million young people currently unemployed 
across the world, this potential is not being 
realised. Furthermore, of those that are working, 
many do not earn enough to lift themselves out of 
poverty.

Addressing the youth employment crisis is 
imperative, not only for the well-being of young 
people but also to ensure sustainable, inclusive 
growth and social cohesion globally.

 

Empowering young people to succeed in self-
employment is part of the solution. Young 
entrepreneurs create new jobs and shape 
local economies. Young people equipped with 
entrepreneurship skills are better able to navigate 
the challenges of today’s rapidly changing job 
market.

Over the last three years, we have supported 
64,637 young people to start or grow a business 
by delivering a range of entrepreneurship 
support services, from training and mentoring 
to access to finance and other business 
development services. 

young people supported
to start or grow a business

young people provided
with entrepreneurship training

young people engaged
through outreach activities

64,637 175,445 427,402

02

What we do
We connect and support expert organisations 
(our members), partners and young people 
to develop and scale new solutions to the 
critical challenges facing underserved young 
entrepreneurs. As a result, our members deliver 
better quality support to more young people. 

YBI’s Network Team, with offices in London and 
Bogotá, facilitates network activity.

Building impactful organisations. We support 
our members to build their organisational capacity. 
We deliver training, facilitate member learning 
exchange and connect members to partners 
with relevant expertise. For example, through 
our robust accreditation process, members are 
supported to review, strengthen and monitor their 
internal systems. 

Driving improved practice through peer 
learning. Our members have diverse expertise 
across the full range of youth entrepreneurship 
support services. We convene regular 
opportunities for peer learning and document and 
share experiences. 

For example, we recently engaged one of our 
members in the UK, UnLtd, to design and deliver 
social entrepreneurship training across the 
network, from Germany to Mongolia. 

Developing new products and services for 
young entrepreneurs. By convening the collective 
expertise of the network, we can identify gaps in 
support for young entrepreneurs, not just in one 
market but around the world. Using this insight, we 
work with members to develop new solutions. For 
example, we are supporting members in Europe 
to develop a digital platform to increase market 
access for young entrepreneurs.

Generating and leveraging evidence for 
influence. As a global network we are well 
positioned to address the lack of robust evidence 
on youth entrepreneurship. We work with 
members to undertake research on priority themes 
and use the learnings to drive change in policy and 
practice. For example, we are currently conducting 
longitudinal research on the impact of mentoring 
with the University of Middlesex. The findings will 
be shared in national and international forums. 
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Our supporters
In order to grow and nurture an effective 
and sustainable network that creates impact 
for young entrepreneurs on a global scale, 
YBI partners with corporates, governments, 
international development agencies, charitable 
foundations and individuals. Our supporters 
include:

Accenture: Youth Business International and 
Accenture have partnered for over 10 years. 
Accenture’s current, three year multi-million dollar 
investment will equip 50,000 young people with 
entrepreneurship skills and, by establishing or 
strengthening 10,000 businesses, create over 
15,000 jobs. Strong relationships are being forged 
between YBI members and local Accenture offices.

Inter-American Development Bank (IDB): YBI 
and IDB are partnering on a five year programme 

in Latin America and the Caribbean to equip 
65,000 young people with entrepreneurship skills 
and support 28,000 young people to start or grow 
a business. Building the evidence base on the 
impact of youth entrepreneurship support in the 
region is a key focus. 

Citi Foundation: YBI’s new two year partnership 
with the Citi Foundation builds on the success of 
our previous partnership. It will equip 8,700 young 
people across eight countries in Europe with 
entrepreneurship skills and support 2,500 young 
people to start or grow a business. The programme 
includes joint advocacy to promote a more 
enabling environment for young entrepreneurs 
and a comprehensive Citi Bank employee 
engagement plan.

Where 
we work
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Partner with us
YBI brings together members and partners 
with aligned goals to create change for young 
entrepreneurs at speed and at scale. We do 
this by drawing on the unique ability of the 
network to learn, innovate and share the 
diverse expertise and knowledge that make our 
members effective individually and powerful 
collectively. 

Partnering with us offers you the opportunity to:

Create impact. Work with us to co-develop 
programmes in line with your organisational 
priorities and values that support young 
entrepreneurs locally, regionally and globally. 

Access data from diverse contexts. YBI has rich 
data and insights from over 50 countries. By 

collaborating with us you can access this data and 
insights and help us to build the robust evidence 
needed to improve practice globally.

Promote employee engagement. Partnering 
with YBI offers a range of tailored opportunities 
for your employees to share their expertise and 
develop their skills by supporting our members or 
engaging directly with young entrepreneurs.

Engage with like minds. Expand your profile 
and broaden your perspectives through the many 
formal and informal opportunities the network 
offers to convene leading experts, specialists and 
supporters in the youth entrepreneurship field.



BEttY OYEllA AlAnA
God’s Mercy Nursery and Primary School

Supported by: Enterprise Uganda

SRIKAntH BOllA
Aasadeep

Supported by: Bharatiya Yuva Shakti    
Trust (BYST)

Betty was determined to improve the quality of education for children in her community. She 
attended entrepreneurship training delivered by YBI member Enterprise Uganda. As a result of 
this training she was able to develop a business plan. Initially she planned to run a nursery school. 
However, after the training, she decided to include a primary section too. She started with 23 
pupils in 2014. The school now has over 263 pupils and employs 15 staff. Betty has great plans for 
the future, including establishing a tailoring school to train young people in the skills that enable 
them to earn a living.

Srikanth had a vision. He wanted to address the increasing levels of waste and the lack of jobs 
for young people with a disability. With training and mentoring support from YBI member BYST, 
Sirkanth started a social enterprise manufacturing eco-friendly products made from agricultural 
waste. Srikanth is blind and 60% of his staff are disabled.  In just two years he has achieved a 
turnover of US $330,000. He is proud to be a role model for other young entrepreneurs with a 
disability.  

AlICE AnGElOttI & AnItA BAllABIO
Corteccia Bookshop

Supported by: Associazione PerMicroLab Onlus

Alice and Anita met at University in Milan. They share a passion for books and decided to set 
up a bookshop with a particular focus on children’s books by young, new illustrators. Alice and 
Anita applied for a loan from YBI member PerMicro, which enabled them to start their business. 
PerMicro also matched them with Maurizio, a volunteer business mentor. Maurizio has provided 
invaluable support, guiding them through the key decisions of building a business. Recent 
success means they are now exploring opportunities to expand.

JHOn MAnuEl lEzAMA ESPEzúA
Proacos

Supported by: Perspektiva

Jhon is proud of his Andean heritage and was keen to establish a business that reflected this. 
His first attempt at commercial guinea pig farming failed due to high competition and restricted 
markets. Jhon attended a course in food processing and training provided by YBI member 
Perspektiva, who also supported him to access finance. His new business has a clear market 
strategy which highlights the nutritious value of guinea pig meat. Jhon now employs five people 
and the business has expanded into producing quinoa and kiwicha, two other Andean staples.



In the UK, Youth Business International is registered charity 
no: 1123946 | Company no: 6550164

+44 (0)20 3326 2060
www.youthbusiness.org
enquiry@youthbusiness.org
@YouthBizInt
/youthbusiness

Youth Business International
11 Belgrave Road
London 
SW1V 1RB

We are building coalitions to address the pressing 
challenges that young entrepreneurs face, 
driving growth, creating jobs and strengthening 
communities.
 
Join us.


